SOVIET UNDERSTANDING

out into any fields of really constructive endeavour,
until the contradictions of our social economic
mechanism present us with a sufficient challenge to
fire, not merely our poetic imagination but our will.
Until then the unemployed, in their masses, will stay
unemployed, the factories will remain idle, the hungry
will stay hungry and the middle classes will continue to
congratulate themselves on the various "freedoms"
supposed to exist in their various countries. Economics,
until then, will remain the province, in the amusing
phraseology of Engels, of "cobweb-spinning eclectic
flea-crackers/* Tragically great economists, like
Thorstein Veblen of America, the most conservative
land of all in a universe of "progress/' will continue to
die in obscurity. Intellectuals in country cottages will
continue to explain to one another the "constructive5*
nature of their Pacifism.
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